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There is an error in the standard that I propose adding to the Known errors annex.

The identifier operand of the REPLACING phrase of COPY does not work as specified.  The use of "identifier-n" in the syntax is an implied "rule" that the specified words/words shall be replaced only when they occur as an identifier.  The problem is that the replacing action treats identifier the same as any text-word or sequence of text words -- it will match those text words wherever they occur in the library text, as specified in COPY general rule 11 (except, of course, in another COPY statement or in a compiler directive). 

For example, given the library text

01    SUM  PIC 999.

…

MOVE FUNCTION SUM (A, B, C) TO SUM.

and the following COPY statement in source text:

COPY  library-x  REPLACING  SUM  BY  NEW-SUM.

the replacing action would result in:

01    NEW-SUM PIC 999.

…

MOVE FUNCTION NEW-SUM (A, B, C) TO NEW-SUM.

which is not typically the desired result.

This is not a problem introduced in the current draft; it occurs in COBOL 85.  The current draft provides more opportunity for non-identifier matches by the introduction of context-sensitive words.

In the abstract, the best way to correct the problem is to remove "identifier" from the syntax, but that would be incompatible.  To make REPLACING knowledgeable of syntax and identifiers is not an appropriate solution --  the surrounding syntax is not even required to be correct so that an identifier could be syntactically distinguished before REPLACING (even if we would consider it).  Making it archaic or obsolete doesn't make sense -- it's just an error the committee made.  It should be listed in the Known errors annex.
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